
Village of Point Edward 
COVID-19 Update: 
Mayor’s Message, May 5, 2020

The Village of Point Edward’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve based on 
orders issued by the provincial and federal government and the latest information from Lambton 
Public Health. Please monitor the Village’s website and Facebook Page for updated information 
as things are changing quickly. Your safety and security remains our top priority.

Steady Decrease in COVID-19 Cases Required Before Beginning Next Stage of 
Reopening 
The Ontario government allowed certain seasonal businesses and 
some essential construction projects to reopen on Monday, May 4, 
as long as they comply with strict public health measures. While 
announcing the permitted reopening of specific businesses, Premier 
Ford reminded Ontarians that a further reduction in the spread of 
COVID-19 is required before the next stage of reopening can begin.  
It is critical that people continue to stay home, practice physical 
distancing and only go out for essential reasons, to pick up 
groceries, prescriptions or to keep a medical appointment. It is 
through these simple actions that Ontario is making progress to 
stop the spread of COVID-19. 

Waste, Recycling, & Compost
Please follow these modified collection requirements until further notice.
Waste: Large item pick up has been cancelled until further notice. Large items can still be brought 
to Transco (387 McGregor Side Road,Sarnia) for free drop off with Village ID. If you have any 
questions about this option, you can contact Transco by emailing info@transcorecycling.com or by 
calling (519) 332-4045.
Please use plastic bags for garbage and ensure bags are securely tied. Bins with bags that are 
tied shut will still be collected, loose waste will not.
Recycling: If you suspect a recyclable item may be contaminated with COVID-19, please place 
it in the garbage (bagged and securely tied); otherwise, continue to follow regular collection 
guidelines. 
Leaf/Grass Collection: Please place leaves and grass in paper bags. Plastic bags and bins 
marked with an ‘X’ will not be collected at this time. 
Brush: Tie brush into bundles no longer than four feet. Open containers marked with an ‘X’ will 
not be accepted at this time. Brush includes trees up to four inches in diameter, hedges, shrubs, 
and rose bushes. 

https://www.villageofpointedward.com/


Chipper Scheduled for May 12
The Chipper has been confirmed for Tuesday, May 12, as scheduled in your Village calendar. 
Branches of any length will be accepted, but they cannot be more than 6 inches in diameter. 
Please ensure branches are brought to the curb the night before collection, as the chipper 
will start at 7:30 a.m. on May 12. After this collection, the chipper will not be through the Village 
again until October. 

Emergency Preparedness

Emergencies can happen anywhere, to anyone, and at any time.  As we’ve seen with the current 
pandemic, emergencies aren’t limited to severe weather or forest fires. Localized or worldwide 
emergencies can happen in the blink of an eye. Being prepared BEFORE an emergency is critical 
to protecting yourself and your loved ones.
Two of the ways you can help prepare for an emergency is to make a plan and have a 72-hour kit 
ready. We will focus on the plan today and cover 72-hour kits in detail in the Mayor's Message that 
will be released on Friday.

A family emergency plan is meant to address situations where an 
emergency is occurring and your family is not all together, or if you are 
asked to evacuate your home. These situations are stressful as it is; not 
knowing where a family member is and whether they are safe can be 
terrifying.  Having a plan to communicate with each other is essential. 
The plan can be broken down into three sections: a communication 
plan, an evacuation plan, and a home safety plan. 

During an emergency, family members might not all be in the same home or even the same city.  
Having a plan to check in and locate each other is important. Your communication plan should:

• Identify methods and ways of communicating with each other in the event of an emergency. 
Texting and phone calls are ideal choices, but you should create contingencies in case cell 
towers and phone lines are down. Sometimes text messages will still work when calls may 
not. Identify a social media platform your family can all use to get messages to each other in a 
worst-case scenario. 

• Identify one or two out-of-town contacts your family can use to relay messages to each other.  
It’s recommended to choose a contact that is far enough away that they wouldn’t be affected 
by localized emergencies.

• Make sure each family member has the names and numbers of the contacts you’ve selected.  
Storing these contacts on your phone is a good method but also consider writing the contacts 
out and taking a photo of them.  This photo can be uploaded to a cloud account, such as 
Google Drive, and can be accessed anywhere Internet is available.

Communication Plan



In some emergencies, you may be required to evacuate your home. The evacuation order may 
be abrupt and leave you little time to gather essential items or to make a plan on where to go and 
how to get there. An evacuation plan should:
• Identify two safe locations you and family can go to. One should be nearby, such as a 

community centre or shopping mall parking lot. The other should be farther away in case the 
emergency affects a large area.

• Identify routes to access your safe locations. Infrastructure damage or heavy traffic might 
hamper your ability to get to your safe spot. Map out different routes to the two locations and 
practice those routes so you are familiar with them.  Roads and landmarks look different in the 
day than they do at night, so be sure to practice during the day and at night.

• Find a way to make copies of the safe locations and evacuation routes for each member of 
your family. Highlighting the maps and ensuring you have the photos saved to your phone and 
uploaded to the cloud is a good idea.

Whether you are sheltering in place or being quarantined at home, a home safety plan is  
essential. This plan takes aspects of your fire safety plan, like how to safely exit your home and 
where your meeting places are, and incorporates them into an all-hazards plan. Your home safety 
plan should:
• Review the exits in your home. Each room should have two ways out.
• Have a list of emergency numbers readily available. Make sure all members of your household 

know where to find this list. Here are some examples of numbers to include: poison control, 
family doctor, Telehealth, and local utility companies.

• Make provisions for installing, testing, and maintaining your smoke and carbon monoxide 
alarms.  

• Identify where and how to shut off your home utilities. Map out and practice how to shut off 
your gas valve, water valve, and main electrical shut-off.  

• Ensure you have copies of important documents such as insurance papers, drivers licenses, 
health cards, etc.

The planning process should be a family event with input from all members.  It’s easier to recall 
parts of the plan when you had a hand in creating it.  Once it's done, practice it!  A plan is useless 
if it's not tested and refined.  Make multiple copies and place them strategically in places like your 
72-hour kit and in your car.  Make sure all family members know where to find it.  Review your 
plan annually, updating it as required. 

Stay safe!

Claudio Palleschi
Emergency Management Coordinator, Village of Point Edward

Evacuation Plan

Home Safety Plan

Emergency services are there to help our residents 24/7 but in a large-scale 
emergency, help may take some time to arrive.  Having a plan in place and 
enough supplies to be self-sufficient for 72 hours will give you the peace of 
mind of knowing you and your family are prepared.
For further information visit Ontario’s Emergency Preparedness website at 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-preparedness.

https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-preparedness

