
Village of Point Edward 
COVID-19 Update: 
Mayor’s Message, May 15, 2020

The Village of Point Edward’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve based on 
orders issued by the provincial and federal government and the latest information from Lambton 
Public Health. Please monitor the Village’s website and Facebook Page for updated information 
as things are changing quickly. Your safety and security remains our top priority.

Additional Workplaces Permitted to Reopen

The first stage of Ontario's reopening, set to begin on Tuesday, May 19, will include:

• Retail services that are not in shopping malls and have separate street-front entrances with 
measures in place that can enable physical distancing. 

• Seasonal businesses and recreational activities for individual or single competitors, including 
training and sport competitions conducted by a recognized national or provincial sport 
organization. This includes indoor and outdoor non-team sport competitions that can be played 
while maintaining physical distancing and without spectators, such as tennis, track and field 
and horse racing.

• Animal services, specifically pet care services, such as grooming and training, and regular 
veterinary appointments.

• Indoor and outdoor household services that can follow public health guidelines, such as 
housekeepers, cooks, cleaning and maintenance.

• Lifting essential workplace limits on construction.
• Allowing certain health and medical services to resume, such as in-person counselling; 

in-person services, in addition to virtual services, delivered by health professionals; and 
scheduled surgeries, all based on the ability to meet pre-specified conditions. 

To ensure that these first actions to reopen the province are a success, the public should continue 
to adhere to public health measures, including practicing physical distancing or wearing a face 
covering when physical distancing is difficult or not possible, as well as regular handwashing and 
staying home when ill.

Sector-specific guidelines released by the Ontario government and health & safety associations 
are available to help employers protect workers, customers and the general public from 
COVID-19.

The Ontario government announced a new list of retailers, seasonal 
businesses and health and community service providers who will be 
permitted to open or expand their services on Tuesday,  
May 19, 2020, as part of the first stage of the government's 
reopening framework, provided that the general trend on health 
indicators continues to improve. 

https://www.villageofpointedward.com/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/resources-prevent-covid-19-workplace


Additional Seasonal Services & Activities Permitted to Open                
The Ontario government also announced additional seasonal services and activities that will be 
permitted to open as early as Saturday, May 16, 2020, in time for the Victoria Day long weekend, 
as key public health indicators continue to show progress. 
As soon as 12:01 a.m. on Saturday, May 16, 2020:

• Golf courses will be able to open, with clubhouses open only 
for washrooms and restaurants open only for take-out.

• Marinas, boat clubs and public boat launches may open for 
recreational use.

• Private parks and campgrounds may open to enable 
preparation for the season and to allow access for trailers 
and recreational vehicles whose owners have a full season 
contract.

• Businesses that board animals, such as stables, may allow 
boarders to visit, care for or ride their animal.

The public should continue to adhere to public health measures, including practicing physical 
distancing or wearing a face covering when physical distancing is difficult or not possible, as well 
as regular handwashing and staying home when ill.

The CBSA Reminds Travellers of Restrictions Ahead of the Long Weekend
With the upcoming Victoria Day long weekend and the warmer weather ahead, the Canada 
Border Services Agency (CBSA) is reminding all travellers that the travel restrictions announced in 
March are still in place at all of Canada’s international border crossings. All travel of an optional 
or discretionary nature, including tourism, recreation and entertainment, is covered by 
these measures across all ports of entry in all modes of transportation – land, marine, air 
and rail.

Emergency Orders Still in Effect
Residents are reminded that all current COVID-19 orders will continue to be enforced locally, 
including the limit on social gatherings. Public events and social gatherings of more than five 
people are not permitted at this time.

The CBSA is also reminding 
boaters that crossing the 
border for recreation or 
tourism purposes is currently 
prohibited. Boaters should visit 
the CBSA website for more 
information.

https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html


Ontario Energy Board Warning: Beware of Scams Related to COVID-19 
The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) is aware of increasing efforts by scam artists attempting to take 
advantage of consumer uncertainty during this COVID-19 emergency. 
If you receive a message, text or phone call from someone posing as a utility 
representative and threatening to disconnect your power, do not respond to it—contact 
your utility directly using the telephone number displayed on your bill. The OEB has 
taken steps to ensure that the power to your home or low-volume small business cannot be 
disconnected for non-payment by your utility until July 31, 2020. 
Consumers with questions or concerns about any suspicious communications claiming to be from 
their utility are also encouraged to contact the OEB:
• Call (Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.): 1-877-632-2727 (toll-free within Ontario) 
• Text: 1-844-621-9977 (toll-free within Ontario) 
• Email: consumerrelations@oeb.ca
Consumers concerned about any suspicious communications can also contact the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre or call 1-888-495-8501.

Sarnia Transit
Transit services will not be running on Monday, May 18, in recognition of Victoria Day.

Holiday/After-Hours Emergencies 
The Municipal Office will be closed on Monday, May 18, for Victoria Day. Please call 519-
337-3021 and follow the automated prompts if you need to report an emergency to the Water 
Department or to Public Works.

Who Should Be Tested for COVID-19?
If you think you may have COVID-19 symptoms or have been in close contact with someone who 
has it, first self-isolate and then use Ontario’s Self-Assessment Tool to see if you need to seek 
further care. Please consider the severity of symptoms and follow these recommendations:
• If you develop mild symptoms such as a fever or cough, move to self-isolation at home and 

rest.
• If your symptoms become more severe and you need to seek medical attention call Telehealth 

Ontario at 1-866-797-0000, or your health care provider for assessment. You can also call 
Lambton Public Health at 519-383-8331.

• For extremely severe symptoms call 911 or visit the emergency department.

On behalf of the Council and Staff of the Village of Point Edward, 
I want to wish you all a happy and safe holiday weekend! As we 
enter phase one of the province's reopening plan, please continue 
to practice the recommended public health measures and follow 
the current emergency orders. Our diligent adherence to these 
measures has helped to flatten the curve and slow the spread of 
COVID-19 in our community, readying us for a gradual reopening. 
Let’s continue the physical distancing and healthy practices so 
that we can achieve a safe and successful start to the easing of 
restrictions.

– Mayor Bev Hand

https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm
https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0

