
Village of Point Edward 
COVID-19 Update: 
Mayor’s Message, May 12, 2020

The Village of Point Edward’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve based on 
orders issued by the provincial and federal government and the latest information from Lambton 
Public Health. Please monitor the Village’s website and Facebook Page for updated information 
as things are changing quickly. Your safety and security remains our top priority.

Provincial Declaration of Emergency Extended
Passed during a special sitting of the Ontario Legislature today, the Declaration of Emergency 
has been extended until June 2. The declaration will allow Ontario to continue to enforce current 
emergency orders while gradually reopening more businesses, services, and amenities. Please 
see the province's news release for full details and a link to the complete list of emergency orders.

Provincial Parks & Conservation Reserves Opening for Limited Access
The Ontario government is opening provincial parks and conservation reserves for day-
use access limited to specific recreational activities at this time: walking, hiking, biking and 
birdwatching. Physical distancing should be maintained during your visit to these areas. 

The majority of provincial parks and conservation 
reserves across the province opened on Monday, May 
11, and the remainder will open on Friday, May 15, for 
limited day-use activities. Before planning your trip, 
please visit www.ontarioparks.com/park-locator to check 
the status of your local provincial park.

Camping and other activities are not permitted at any provincial park or conservation reserve 
at this time. All buildings and facilities including washrooms, water taps, campgrounds, 
backcountry campsites, roofed accommodations, playgrounds, and beaches continue to 
be closed.

Ontario Retail Stores Open for Curbside Pickup and Delivery 
Retail stores with a street entrance are now permitted to offer curbside pickup and delivery. The 
province has also allowed garden centres, nurseries, hardware stores and safety supply stores to 
reopen for in-store purchasing.
Retailers are reminded to follow available safety guidelines in order to protect staff, consumers 
and the general public during the COVID-19 outbreak, and consumers are reminded to continue 
to maintain physical distancing and other recommended practices, such as frequent handwashing. 
Lambton Public Health has published an infographic on their website with tips for reducing your 
risk at grocery and retail stores.

https://www.villageofpointedward.com/
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/05/declaration-of-emergency-extended-while-ontario-gradually-reopens-the-economy.html
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park-locator
https://lambtonpublichealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Grocery-and-Retail-Store-Infographic.pdf
https://lambtonpublichealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Grocery-and-Retail-Store-Infographic.pdf


Federal Government Announces One-time Payment to Eligible Seniors
Eligible seniors are set to receive a one-time tax-free payment of up to $500 to help offset any 
increases in the cost of living due to COVID-19. Any senior who is eligible for the Old Age Security 
(OAS) pension will receive a $300 payment, and an additional $200 is being sent to seniors 
eligible for the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS). Seniors who already are receiving OAS 
and GIS will receive the one-time benefit automatically; they will not be required to apply for it.

National Nursing Week and Police Week in Ontario
This week we celebrate National Nursing Week (May 11–17, 2020) and Police Week in Ontario 
(May 10–16, 2020). To all the nurses and police working tirelessly to protect the health and safety 
of our community, we thank you and we recognize your extraordinary efforts to keep us safe 
during this trying time. 

Who Should Be Tested for COVID-19?
If you think you may have COVID-19 symptoms or have been in close contact with someone who 
has it, first self-isolate and then use Ontario’s Self-Assessment Tool to see if you need to seek 
further care. Please consider the severity of symptoms and follow these recommendations:
• If you develop mild symptoms such as a fever or cough, move to self-isolation at home and 

rest.
• If your symptoms become more severe and you need to seek medical attention call Telehealth 

Ontario at 1-866-797-0000, or your health care provider for assessment. You can also call 
Lambton Public Health at 519-383-8331.

• For extremely severe symptoms call 911 or visit the emergency department.

Enforcement of Emergency Orders
In Point Edward, the O.P.P. is enforcing emergency orders.
To report an offence related to COVID-19, please call the O.P.P.’s toll-free line: 1-888-310-1122. 
You can also report non-compliance and price gouging anonymously to Crime Stoppers by 
calling 1-800-222-8477 or Online at www.p3tips.com.

On behalf of the Council and Staff of the Village of Point Edward, I 
would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all the extraordinary 
members of our community who are making sacrifices and pulling 
together to get us through this difficult time. 
We're beginning to see an easing of restrictions, but we must continue 
to respect public health interventions to support the success of the 
province's reopening plan. Let's stay strong and continue to follow 
emergency orders to limit the severe health impacts of this deadly and 
contagious virus. 

– Mayor Bev Hand

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0
http://www.p3tips.com

