
Village of Point Edward 
COVID-19 Update: 
Mayor’s Message, April 21, 2020

The Village of Point Edward’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve based on 
orders issued by the provincial and federal government and the latest information from Lambton 
Public Health. Please monitor the Village’s website and Facebook Page for updated information 
as things are changing quickly. Your safety and security remains our top priority.

Sarnia Transit Now Operating on a Sunday Schedule
As of Monday, April 20, Sarnia Transit now operates on a Sunday schedule 7 days a week, with 
a 6:30 a.m. start time and evening service on weekdays. Point Edward service will continue. The 
main differences between the new weekday schedule and the existing Sunday schedule are:
• One Route 9 Bus will cease operating at 7:30 p.m.
• Route 10 and 12 will continue to operate
• Route 15 (specific hours to be posted online and at the terminal)
• Route 14 (No Walmart Service—nearest stop will be at Barclay/Quinn)

For more information, call 519-332-0330 Ext 3131 or email customerservice@sarnia.ca.

Virtual Visits at Bluewater Health
Bluewater Health has been using creative new ways to keep patients connected to their loved 
ones at this particularly trying time. The hospital has created a team specifically charged with 
patient/family connectivity. To connect patients and their "virtual visitors," the three-person team 
is ready with iPads and works seven days a week with the nursing and other staff in the Medicine 
and Rehabilitation programs, expanding to other units as needed. 

Family and friends can call Patient Experience at 519-464-4436 
or email patientexperience@bluewaterhealth.ca to schedule a 
15-minute connection with their loved one in the hospital. For 
patients who have their own devices, the team will assist in 
downloading and using apps, such as Skype or FaceTime, and 
assisting those who are otherwise unfamiliar with this technology. 
Loved ones can also request a virtual visit through the hospital’s 
website at  
https://www.bluewaterhealth.ca/form/virtual-visit-request-form.

E-cards will also be delivered to patients through the Patient 
Experience Office. Click the link to send a special message:  
https://www.bluewaterhealth.ca/send-an-e-card-to-a-patient.

https://www.villageofpointedward.com/
https://www.bluewaterhealth.ca/form/virtual-visit-request-form
https://www.bluewaterhealth.ca/send-an-e-card-to-a-patient


Ontario Offers Emergency Child Care to More Frontline Staff
The Ontario government has expanded the list of essential workers eligible to receive emergency 
child care. An emergency order was issued to offer support to those providing a variety of critical 
services including people who assist vulnerable communities, emergency response and law 
enforcement sector staff, more health and safety workers, and certain federal employees. See the 
news release for further details. 

Continue to Practice Physical Distancing and Other Emergency Measures
The Ontario government released updated COVID-19 modelling on Monday, April 20 that shows 
the enhanced public health measures, including staying home and  practicing physical distancing, 
are working to contain the spread of the virus and flatten the curve. However, the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health says emergency measures must remain in place to continue reducing the 
number of cases and deaths.
As the weather improves and everyone is anxious to get outdoors, please continue to practice 
safe physical distancing at all times so that we can get through this difficult period and look 
towards an easing of restrictions and a return to a new normal. A state of emergency remains in 
effect, both locally and provincially, and we are all required to make the necessary sacrifices to 
limit the severe health impacts of this deadly and contagious virus. 

Deadline for Scholarship Applications
Applications for the Maynard and Rene Walker Family Scholarship are due on Friday, May 1. The 
successful applicant will receive $5,000 US each year for the first two years of post-secondary 
education. Applicants must be graduating from secondary school and attending a post-secondary 
institution in the fall of 2020. Applications for the scholarship can be requested by emailing Jim 
Burns: jburns@villageofpointedward.com. 
To submit an application, please use the silver mailbox to the left of the front door of the 
Municipal Office at 135 Kendall Street and then email cvosburg@villageofpointedward.com 
to confirm you have applied. Please ensure you keep a copy of the submitted application 
for your records.

Water Payment Due Next Week
The first quarter water bills are due on Monday, April 27. Payments can be made through online 
banking or by cheque. You may use the silver mailbox to the left of the Office’s front door at 135 
Kendall St. to drop off your cheque or mail it to the Village of Point Edward at 135 Kendall St. 
Point Edward, ON N7V 4G6.
We understand that the emergency measures currently in place have created a financial 
burden for many members of our community and we will not be applying interest to 
overdue accounts until further notice. This applies to both water and tax accounts.

Individuals must maintain at least a two-metre distance from 
others, unless they are members of the same household. 
Outdoor recreational amenities remain closed, including 
playgrounds, sports fields, basketball and tennis courts, off-leash dog 
parks, beaches, skateboard and BMX parks, picnic areas, outdoor 
community gardens, park shelters, outdoor exercise equipment, 
condo parks and gardens, and other communal/shared outdoor 
amenities. The boat launches at Sarnia Bay within Centennial Park 
and Bridgeview Marina also remain closed.

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontario-offers-emergency-child-care-to-more-frontline-staff.html


COVID-19 Testing in Lambton County
On April 16, Bluewater Health and Lambton Public Health announced the creation of a new 
COVID-19 Assessment Clinic in Petrolia, along with increased testing at the Sarnia location and 
an enhanced mobile testing unit for those with limited mobility.
The Sarnia site operates out of a local primary care clinic, and is a referral-based service whereby 
patients contact their primary care provider first, then if testing is appropriate, they are referred to 
the clinic. The Petrolia clinic will work with the same process and guidelines. The EMS clinic will 
be utilized for those who can not travel.

Who should be tested for COVID-19?
If you think you may have COVID-19 symptoms or have been in close contact with someone who 
has it, first self-isolate and then use Ontario’s Self-Assessment Tool to see if you need to seek 
further care. Please consider the severity of symptoms and follow these recommendations:
• If you develop mild symptoms such as a fever or cough, move to self-isolation at home and 

rest.
• If your symptoms become more severe and you need to seek medical attention call Telehealth 

Ontario at 1-866-797-0000, or your health care provider for assessment. You can also call 
Lambton Public Health at 519-383-8331.

• For extremely severe symptoms call 911 or visit the emergency department.

Income Tax Filing and Payment Dates
For individuals, the filing date for the 2019 tax year has been extended to June 1, 2020; the 
payment of any tax balance owing for 2019 has been extended until September 1, 2020. For 
additional information on income tax filing and payment dates, visit canada.ca. 

Bluewater Health Foundation's COVID-19 Fund
In response to the generosity of community members wishing to make donations, Bluewater 
Health Foundation has established a greatest need COVID-19 fund. Donations to this fund 
will help support the urgent and highest priority needs of Bluewater Health in the fight against 
COVID-19. Funds raised will be used to support front-line healthcare professionals, as well as to 
purchase critical equipment and technology to enhance the ability to diagnose and treat patients 
during this difficult time and beyond. To donate, visit https://www.bwhf.ca/donate.

Enforcement of Emergency Orders
In Point Edward, the O.P.P. is enforcing emergency orders.
To report an offence related to COVID-19, please call the O.P.P.’s toll-free line: 1-888-310-1122. 
You can also report non-compliance and price gouging anonymously to Crime Stoppers by 
calling 1-800-222-8477 or Online at www.p3tips.com.

On behalf of the Council and Staff of the Village of Point 
Edward, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all 
the extraordinary members of our community who are making 
sacrifices and pulling together to get us through this difficult time. 
I would also like to express my gratitude to the Village Staff, who 
has been working hard to respond to all the required changes, 
while maintaining essential services within our community.

– Mayor Bev Hand

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0
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https://www.bwhf.ca/donate
http://www.p3tips.com

