
Village of Point Edward 
COVID-19 Update: 
Mayor’s Message, April 17, 2020

The Village of Point Edward’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve based on 
orders issued by the provincial and federal government and the latest information from Lambton 
Public Health. Please monitor the Village’s website and Facebook Page for updated information 
as things are changing quickly. Your safety and security remains our top priority.

Provincial Declaration of Emergency vs. Provincial Emergency Orders
There has been some confusion regarding the Provincial Declaration of Emergency and 
the Emergency Orders that we have seen implemented during this COVID-19 pandemic. The 
declaration and the orders are two separate components of the provincial emergency response 
plan. 
A declaration of emergency is made under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection 
Act (EMPCA) and lasts for 14 days unless it is either terminated or extended. The declaration 
of emergency provides the provincial government with statutory powers under the EMPCA, 
including, but not limited to, travel restrictions, the establishment of emergency facilities, price 
control measures and the procurement of goods or services that are deemed necessary.  
Only after a provincial declaration of emergency has been made is the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council able to make emergency orders under that declaration.  As we’ve seen during this 
COVID pandemic, an order can be made for a variety of requirements, such as the closure of 
public places, prohibiting public gatherings of more than five people, and electricity pricing rates, 
to name a few. The orders are required to meet the definition of being necessary and essential, 
ensuring harm or damage will be alleviated by the order and the order is a reasonable alternative 
to other measures. As with the declaration, orders have an expiry date and are revoked 14 days 
after being made unless revoked sooner or extended. It's important to note that an order can 
continue after the termination of a declared provincial emergency.
As of this writing, the Provincial Declaration of Emergency has been extended to May 12, 2020.  
The Emergency Orders are set to expire April 23, 2020 unless they are extended as well. 
NOTE: Municipalities are able to declare their own emergency as well as establish their own 
emergency orders but the focus of this write up is to clarify the provincial process.

The Hazardous Household Waste event scheduled for April 25, 2020 at Clean 
Harbors Canada has been cancelled due to COVID-19 concerns. The next 
scheduled opening is Saturday, May 30. For detailed information on the type of 
waste they accept and the complete 2020 schedule, visit lambtononline.ca.

The annual Village-wide Garage Sale scheduled for Saturday, May 9 has been 
cancelled. We hope to reschedule this event at a later date.

https://www.villageofpointedward.com/
https://www.lambtononline.ca/home/residents/publicworks/wastemanagement/HouseholdHazardousWaste/Documents/HHW%202020%20-%204%20Events%20@%20CH%20Facility%20APRIL%20CANCELLATION.pdf


Closure of Boat Launches
In compliance with Ontario Regulation 119/20 adopted pursuant to the Emergency Management 
and Civil Protection Act, which requires the closure of businesses that have not been deemed to 
be essential, the City of Sarnia has closed the boat launch at Sarnia Bay within Centennial Park. 
The boat launch at Bridgeview Marina has been closed for the same reason. 
Marinas are closed until further notice, except where a boat is utilized as a primary residence. The 
list of essential workplaces notes that marinas are considered essential but only to the extent that 
the marina is necessary to enable individuals to access their primary place of residence.

COVID-19 Testing in Lambton County
On April 16, Bluewater Health and Lambton Public Health announced the creation of a new 
COVID-19 Assessment Clinic in Petrolia, along with increased testing at the Sarnia location and 
an enhanced mobile testing unit for those with limited mobility.
The Sarnia site operates out of a local primary care clinic, and is a referral-based service whereby 
patients contact their primary care provider first, then if testing is appropriate, they are referred 
to the clinic. The Petrolia clinic will work with the same process and guidelines. Primary care will 
have the opportunity to refer patients from the County to the Petrolia clinic as early as Monday, 
April 20. The EMS clinic will be utilized for those who can not travel.

Who should be tested for COVID-19?
If you think you may have COVID-19 symptoms or have been in close contact with someone who 
has it, first self-isolate and then use Ontario’s Self-Assessment Tool to see if you need to seek 
further care. Please consider the severity of symptoms and follow these recommendations:
• If you develop mild symptoms such as a fever or cough, move to self-isolation at home and 

rest.
• If your symptoms become more severe and you need to seek medical attention call Telehealth 

Ontario at 1-866-797-0000, or your health care provider for assessment. You can also call 
Lambton Public Health at 519-383-8331.

• For extremely severe symptoms call 911 or visit the emergency department.

Community News Conference & Information Session
There will be a community news conference and information session held Tuesday, April 21 at 
10:30 a.m. The event will be streamed live on the City of Sarnia Facebook Page and the Sarnia 
Police Service Facebook Page.

Canada-U.S. Border Restrictions Extended by 30 days
Canada and the United States have agreed to extend the current closure of the border to all 
non-essential travel for at least another month as the fight against COVID-19 continues in both 
countries.
The previously negotiated 30-day agreement, which exempted the flow of trade and commerce, 
as well as vital healthcare workers such as nurses who live and work on opposite sides of the 
border, was due to expire in a few days. The extension will see these restrictions remain in place 
for another 30 days.

Physical Distancing Reminder
Individuals must maintain at least a two-metre distance from others, unless they are 
members of the same household. 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0


Electricity Disconnection Ban Extended

Village of Point Edward Fire Ban
The Village of Point Edward introduced Emergency Order No. 1, the general prohibition of 
outdoor fires, on April 3, 2020 to protect the health and safety of first responders, enforce physical 
distancing measures, and prioritize response to the COVID-19 pandemic and other emergencies. 
The outdoor fire ban applies to all solid fuel-burning appliances (i.e. wood-burning appliances) 
including, but not limited to, fire pits, fire tables, chimineas, and fire bowls until further notice. 
Propane or natural gas barbecues that are ULC/CSA approved are permitted to be used.

Enforcement of Emergency Orders
In Point Edward, the O.P.P. is enforcing emergency orders.
To report an offence related to COVID-19, please call the O.P.P.’s toll-free line: 1-888-310-1122. 
You can also report non-compliance and price gouging anonymously to Crime Stoppers by 
calling 1-800-222-8477 or Online at www.p3tips.com.

Sarnia Transit
Regular weekday bus service has been modified in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and now 
operates on a Saturday schedule. 
It is critical that Transit only be used for essential trips: attending essential employment and 
medical appointments, and to purchase groceries.

Mayor’s Challenge for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Sarnia Mayor Mike Bradley has partnered with the Bluewater Health Foundation to encourage the 
Sarnia-Lambton business community to donate new and unopened industrial or medical grade 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to front line healthcare workers and community partners. 
Industry and community members who are able are asked to drop off donations of any size at 
Clearwater Arena (lower hall) on Saturday, April 18 from 9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. A staff member 
MUST receive the donation. Any donations left outside at the building will be discarded due 
to unknown contamination.
See the full details of the drive and the items they are requesting at bwhf.ca.

On behalf of the Council and Staff of the Village of Point 
Edward, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all 
the extraordinary members of our community who are making 
sacrifices and pulling together to get us through this difficult time. 
I would also like to express my gratitude to the Village Staff, who 
has been working hard to respond to all the required changes, 
while maintaining essential services within our community.

– Mayor Bev Hand

The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) has extended the 
winter ban on electricity disconnections for non-payment 
for residential customers to July 31, 2020. Low-volume, 
small business customers (those who pay time-of-use 
or tiered electricity prices) are also protected by the ban 
during this period. Visit oeb.ca for the latest updates 
from the Ontario Energy Board on measures it’s taking in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

http://www.p3tips.com
https://www.bwhf.ca/news/mayors-challenge-for-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
http://oeb.ca

